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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Girardi brings his music to Here’s to the Arts

By Jell Cummins
SinlT Writer

From the first mote, Steve Girardi’s music
Possesaps an inirospective feel that puts the lis-
fener m a mood o hear more and more andd
e,

Corardi, o South Orange resadend, 15 a gui-
tarist who specializes in modern jaze, folk anad
hles, and his music & s0 magnetic that it's
best 1o him and his band in a small venue like
Maplewoods Here's 1o the Ans, where Girar-
di will play two sels with his trio, the Steve
Giirnrdi Project, on Saturday &t 9 and 10:45
p.m. as part of the senes ttled MusicLocker
Presenis Six Siring Herbes.

Make absolutely no mistake about i, any-
one who appreciates jorz should make a point
of seeing him in these concerts, panticularly
zsince Here's To The Ars is an ideal vense for
Girrmrdi s music, There won®t be a lot of lowd,
rascous applause throughowt Ciirardi's per-
formance, Rest pssured that, while the hand is
playing, every person in the suidience will be

virtually silent, trying 1o soak in every note of

Ciirardi’s music.

Cirard) plays both acoustic and electne gui-
tar and his band includes a cellist who gives a
destingt flavor to the band™s e, which 15
also best listened o at |IF|.1|'I|.. ginee il |II$]'!li|"1.'h
such o -.'.,'.nl:._ln'.p[:n:l'.q_' mioingd AT lesteniors
“We have a cellist who basically plays all the
melodies, and emprovises, so il's i jiEs thimg,
but with the eello, it is unkgue from that stamd-

Guitarist Steve Girardi of South Orange brings his unique musical per-
speclive to Maplewood's Here's to the Arts when he and his band, the
Steve Girardi Project perform two shows on Saturday as part of the
saries titted MusicLocker Presents Six String Heroes.

poind,” said Girardi, who tenids to speak the
same way he plays, very sofily, drawing the
oilher TS0 1N the conversation in closer, Juast
exactly what he does with his musi. “The

cella i my favorile instrument and ["ve been a

composer plaving guitar stme 40 years.™
Giirardi last released “Within Inside,™ in

2002 wiath his trao, ||1|,:||||,|ing Mark Ciraham on

drams and percussion and Mike Richmond on
acoastic bass and cello. This SPrng, he™ll
release a new compact disc, “Blee Sky with
lears.™

“This band = actually the result of a band
that started in the 1980s when | used 1o play at
Maxwell’s in Hoboken,” Girardi said. “The
band was a quanet and it was more of a tradi-
tional jazz quarict, meaning drums, bass, gui-
tar amd saxophone. There was a great saxo-
F'hl.lt'l'ihl. who used 1o I'I1B.'|.' with this band mamed
David MpcKenzie. He gol married and he
moved down o Florsda, 50 that threw o little
monkey wrench mio thai particular band,

because he was w0 prolific a player, Kmnd of

reminiscent of a Michael Brecker or a John
Coltrane.

=1 trved other saxophonisis, but | didn™t like
what they were bringing 1o the propect and,
consequently, the band was pretty*much a trio
for most of the last two decades, | was aciual-
ly doing one of Michael Locker™s gigs: about
two yvears ago, and it was well received, b |
walked off the stage and | realized this music
i.*ij1L~il o 1'!!1.'|.|:|F presenicd mn the Wiy Il shoauld
I realized 1 needed another instrumend and |
Al avs lowed the cella, 2o that's what 1 did.

“Back m the 1970z, 1 played with a greal
cellmt named Ron Clearfield, who = nctually
gaing o be on the new album we're doing, He
was chassically trained, but he could improvise
| st always loved the collaboration with this
gy

While the celle comes to mind more easily
in eonsidering classical music, it definitely
adds something to the jazz and that's what [is-
femers can expect o hear on Cirardi’s new
compact dise, which wall continue the sivle his
band has wsed in the past,

“People will hear o real eclectic mix of
improvisation, frec-sivle jasz mixed with folk
clements, with harmonies that you'd nommally
hear m & jazz context, but it"s dome in such a
way that | feel it"s palmable and well
received,” Girardi said. “People really enjoy il
for its beauty. Being a jare musician most of
my life, the main emphasis can be just the
techmical plaving skills of the individunls. Hos
fist you can play, how many nofes you can
|'l|ﬂ:||'. Thiz music is written from more of o
compositional sense. Even as prodific as some
of the players in this band are, 15 not nlways
about showcasing your technical skills.”

Here's To The Arts is located al 97 Baker
5t Advanced VIP reserved seats for Girardi's
performances may be purchased for 510 each
by calling 973-T62-2787.

Tickets may also be purchased the night of
the event for $12 apicce. All ticket purchases
inl.:l“dl..' H | ['l'-l."'dfirﬂ. I1I|iIIiI'IIIJI'II Fh,."l' Fh:rb-ljrl, I'll_'!
shiow, 1

For more il"lfi'ﬂ'“l'll.u[li:ﬂt. I':"i'l i B wwirw s
girargioom or send an e-mail to musickeck-
er | {Eyalvsn, com,

Jeff Commins may be reached ot jenum-
mrirsthelocalsoiroe com



